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o By GLORTA THERSON

- Spectal to Tha Now Tors Tiess

CRULAL  South  Vieftnam,
Sept. 19-—"There are a lot of
people in the Army who would
lika to get you, Ron,” Maj. Wil-
liam Gabella, information offi-
ceor for the Americal Division,
said.

" His warning was for 24-year-
‘old Ronald Ridenhour, 2 Viet-
nain veteran who returned in
August as g correspondent for

e
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e APRIOV!
tdonhour, who told
aths at Sonziny, 1o

bt

Dispatch News Service, It was
the letters that Mr. Ridenhiour
sent last year to the Army and
to people in Congress and in
the exccutive branch that led to
an investization of the massacre
in 1988 of Vieinamese civilians
2 site called Songmy and some-
times Mylai.

The men in the infantry unit
accused of the killings were
from Company A in the Amavi-

are at Chulai. .

Mr. Ridanhour protested that
Major Gebellz, in an attempt to
have him watched, assigned an
officer to escort him last Friday

near Ducpho. His escort was
Lieut. John Peterson, who
works in the information center
at Ducpho, site of the Amarical
fire support base named Dronco.
On the night before their de-
parture Mir. Ridenhouwr was
warned by Lieutenant Peterson

during any conversation be-
twee him and G.I's in the line
company.

Shook OIf Escort

When they joined the line
company, however, about six
riles away from Ducpho, Mr.
Ridenhour shook off the lieu-
tenant. Since the line company
did not move cut on operations,
the two men returned to Duc-
pho. .

The presence of an officer is
considered by many corres-
pondents in Vietnam to be a
form of censorship. Enlisted
men, who often have different
version of how the war is go-
ing from the one given in offi-
cial briefings, do not often talk
freely when an officer s
listening. )

Theve are no fixed rules on
the question of escorts, The
decision depends on the individ-
ual information officer in each
division. Correspondents are
not normally accompanied in
the ficld when they request
otherwise, :

Mr. Kidenhour went to Chu-
lai and Ducpho for a series of
articles he is writing on front-
line infantrymen for Dispatch
News Service.

He was again assigned an
officer to escort him when on
Saturday he visited a base camp
called Bayonet, near Chulai,
again on the orders of Major
Gabella, Mr. Ridenhour had
asked that he not be escorted.

“They certainly pald more
attention to me as a journalist
diFor Release2004/10/28
said, with sarcasm,

He found the nervousness
among certain high-ranking of-

cal Division. Its headquartcrs!

when he joined a line company”
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in tie Americal Division's mili-
‘tary region not surprising.

“If soniething is not reported,
then the Army takes the view
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it did not happon,” Nr. Riden-

hour said. “To them  Mylai

never occwed—until it was
reported.” -

1, A tiypical atlitude of some
Yearcer officers in the Americal
Division was shown, in Chulsi,
by the Depuly Provost Marsial,
i, Roberl Pramblay, In a
.couversation with another cor-
respondent  wiho  hud accontt-,
panicd Mr, Rideithour,-the major
'said that disclosures .ef the
Songmy killings hind been “bad
for the army? He inquired
tabout Mr. Didcnlowm’s political;
raffiliations and questioned what
this motives were in writing the)

flotters. ) "
| Mr. Ridenbour, who was a
soldier in Vielnam from De-
‘cember, 1967, to  December,
1258, was not present at the
assacre. He knew some men
in the unit that was at Songmy
because they had trained to-
sether in Hawali. Mr. Riden-
hour heard of the massacre in
April, 1968, He wrote a letter
‘and mailed 30 copies of it in
March, 1969, from his home in:
Phoenix, Ariz.

that he would have to listen,
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